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60 RULES OF WAR ON SEA, 

Perhaps one of the surest ways of limiting the area of maritime war 
is by the denial of coal and other supplies in or directly from neutral 
ports, and although the subject is surrounded by peculiar difficulties, 
it seems desirable, if opportunity offers, to establish ,conventional 
agreements, however limited they may be, provided the police duties 
thrown upon neutrals are not so difficult of execution as to risk their 

· entanglement in the war by charges of bad faith or neglect made by 
an angry belligerent. 

The subject ·of unneutral service in general is quite fully discussed 
in International Law Topics and Discussions, 1905. 

PROVISIONS OF THE HAGUE CONVENTION FOR LAND WARFARE WHICH ARE 

APPLICABLE' TO BE INTRODUCED IN NEW MARITIME CONVENTION. 

This presents no particular difficulty and seems to need no comment. 
The same remark may be made as to the amendment of The Hague · 
Convention for the Adaptation of the Geneva Convention of 1864 to 
the new Geneva Convention of July, 1906. 

II} signing The' Hague Maritime Convention of 1899 the United 
States joined Great ~ritain, Germany, and Turkey in excluding 
Article X, whi~h is as follows: · 

The shlpwreclied, wqunded, or sick _who shall be landed at a neutral port, 
with the consent of the local .authorities. must, In the absence of a contrary 
agreement between the neutral 11tate and the belllgerents, be guarded by tbe 
neutral state so that they can not again take part in the mllltary operations. 
The expense of entertainment and detention shall be borne by the state to which 
the wounded, shlpwrec'ked; or sick shall belon11, 

The reports of the pio:ceedings at The Hague do not make clear why 
this article, which seems humane and in accord with the practice 
,under the Land Convention, was objected to by the United States, 
and it appears desirable to procure a reconsideration. 

In concluding this brief memorandum attention is ~ailed to the 
fact that the International Law Discussions at the United States 
:Naval War College 'during the years 1903, 1904, 1965, and 1906 were 
deliberately planned to cover . the subjects to be discussed at The 
Second Hague Conference, as far as they could be foreseen, and the 
volumes for the last thre-e years are a'rranged for convenient reference 
to particular topi'cs. The aiscussions were intended to be purely and 
simply contributions to the consideration of the several subjects, and 
the conclusions do not in any way represent the opinion of the 'Naiy 
Depar.tment. 

U. S. NAVAL WAR CoLLioE, 
Apri.l ao, 1907. 
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